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March 27, 1958

Raversnd William Slosne Coffin

Chaplein of Yale Unlversity
Yale Univarsity
New Haven, Connecticut

e

Deanr Rev, Coffin:

1 have just received word of your recent
appointment as Chaplsin of Yale University, and
would like to take this opportunity to wish you
every success in the years that lie ahead.

With my kindest regards.

Sinceresly,
e
Allen W, Dulles
Director
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Vol. LXXII

PhD Speed-up?

By Ben Schenck

Faculty reaction to a New York “Timgs” ar-
ticle decrying the present master’s and doctoral tiug, and students
degree programs in the nation’s colleges an« uni- ’ '
versities showed general agreement with the sen- Although thé
timent of the article, and presented several pro-| quired at William
posals for solving the problem. gies, he believes tt

The article, written by Benjamin Fine i the|for law school is
March 2 issue, said that one of the major reasons {and abstract your
for the present growing shortage of schopl and | he had learned to
college teachers lay in the inability or unwilling-{ Despite the incre
ness of prospective teachers to spend the iieces-|he still has time £
sary time to procure a doctor of philosophy de- T’

ree. ‘
& Fine refered to the annual report of the Pres-
ident of -Smith College, Dr. Benjamin F. Wright,
which reported that the work for a Ph. D. is not
completed, in many cases, until ten to fifteen
years after graduation from college.
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Emphasis on Research

Fine attributed to Wright, with other prom-
inent educators, the complaint that “too, much
emphasis is placed upon the research or thesis
side of the Ph. D.” and that “the Ph. D. program

is often too rigid and regimented”.

Ralph Winch, Professor of Physics, state:l that

he did not think that the Ph. D, as a r
degree, “should be tampered with”. He s
that an alternate degree should be es
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Anson Piper, Associate Profe
tic Languages, agreed, “on the w
article. :

Piper felt that the present
cellent for men who intend to .
field of research, but that it wa;,
teacher preparation. He proposed;
toward the Ph. D. be established:;
for research scholors, and a mor;
with less minute researchi®or (B
chers in liberal arts. o

Piper spent eight years, als
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